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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD SUMMARY

Thursday, March 4, 2004

SENATE

Measures Introduced:

S. 2163 . A bill to establish a national health program administered by the Office of Personnel

Managem ent to offer health benefits plans to individuals who are not Federal employees, and for other

purposes; to the Com mittee on Fin ance. 

Durbin Page S 2223, S 2224-25

S. 2168. A bill to extend  the sam e Federa l benefits to la w enforc emen t officers servin g private

institutions of higher education and rail carriers, that apply to law enforcement officers serving units of

State and local governmen t; to the Com mittee on the J udiciary. 

Reed Pages S 2223, S 2230-31

Remarks:

Outsourc ing U.S. Job s.

“...But I tell you som ething else th at is causing  outsourc ing and  that we ha ve not do ne anyth ing abo ut.

We ca nnot m ove forw ard on a sbestos litigatio n reform . There are 3,00 0 or 4,000 p eople who a re

tragically sick because of asbestos, but the asbestos trial lawyers have filed class action suits with 700,000

plaintiffs...”

Bond Pages S 2181-86

The Economy.

“...If you really care about moms and dads and their ability to put food on the table and to work, then

figure out a way to pass an energy bill, a highway bill, class action reform, and deal with asbestos

reform, which is a critical issue--pay for those who are hurt, but make sure the lack of reform doesn't drive

comp anies un der and  hurt jobs, h urt the ability fo r mom  and da d to take ca re of their fam ily...”

Coleman Page S 2186-87

Asbestos Litigation.

“...Overall, asbestos litigation ha s already forced a t least 70 compa nies into bankru ptcy--causing the  loss

of many jobs. According to a report by Joseph Stiglitz in 2002, as many as 60,000 jobs have been lost due

to asbestos-related bankruptcies. Employees of these bankrupt companies have seen their 401k's drop by

an average of 25 percent.   According to a  2002 report from the RAND  Institute for Civil Justice--a

bipartisan group--in 1982, litigation cost American businesses $1 billion; in 2000, the total cost of

litigation rose to $54 billion; in 2002, litigation costs jumped to over $70 billion.   Forty-seven

States--Hawaii, Rhode Island and North Dakota are the only States that do not have a facility affected by

asbestos bankruptcy--have at least one facility affected by asbestos bankruptcy.  Workers displaced by

asbestos b ankrup tcies have lo st $25,00 0 to $50 ,000 in w ages...”

Inhofe Pages S 2208-9

Committee M eetings:

Committee on Arm ed Services, Subcommittee on Personn el: Concluded a hearing to examine the

Defense Authorization Request for fiscal year 2005, focusing on compensation, benefits, and health care for

active and Reserve m ilitary personnel and their families.

Page D 182

Committee on the Bu dget: Committee continued in evening session to mark up a proposed concurrent

resolution setting forth the fiscal year 2005 budget for the Fede ral Gove rnment. 
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Committee M eetings (cont.):

Committee on the Judiciary: Commit tee  ordered favorably  reported the nominations of  Raymond W.

Gruender, of Missouri, to be United States Circuit Judge for the Eighth Circuit, Franklin S. Van

Antwerpen, of Pennsylvania, to be United States Circuit Judge for the Third Circuit, Judith C. Herrera,

to be United States District Judge for the District of New Mexico, F. Dennis Saylor IV, to be United

States District Judge for the District of Massachusetts, Sandra L. Townes, to be United States District

Judge for the Eastern District of New York, Louis Guirola, Jr., to be United States District Judge for the

Southern D istrict of Mississippi, Virginia E. Ho pkins, to be Un ited States District Judge fo r the Northern

District of Alabama, Kenneth M. Karas, to be United States District Judge for the Southern District of

New Yo rk, Ricardo S. M artinez, of Wash ington, to be Un ited States District Judge fo r the Western

District of Washington, Gene E. K. Pratter, to be United States District Judge for the Eastern District of

Pennsy lvania, N eil Vincen t Wake , to be Un ited States D istrict Judge  for the Distric t of Arizona ,  

William S. Duffey, Jr., to be United States District Judge for the Northern District of Georgia, and

Michele M. Leonhart, of California, to be Deputy Administrator of Drug Enforcement, Domingo S.

Herraiz, of Ohio, to be Director of the Bureau of Justice Assistance, LaFayette Collins, to be United

States Marshal for the Western District of Texas, and Ronald J. Tenpas, of Illinois, to be United States

Attorney for the Southern District of Illinois, all of the Department of Justice.
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Congressional Program Ahead - Week of March 8 through March 13, 2004:

 Committee on App ropriations, Subcommittee on Ho meland Security: March  9, To ho ld hearings to

examine proposed budget estimates for fiscal year 2005 for border and transportation security, 10 a.m.,

SD-12 4. 

Committee on App ropriations, Subcommittee on Com merce, Justice, State, and the Judiciary: March

9, To hold hearings to examine proposed budget estimates for fiscal year 2005 for the Department of

Justice, 10 :30 a.m ., SD-19 2. 
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Committee on the Judiciary: March 10, to hold hearings to examine S.J. Res. 4, proposing an

amendment to the Constitution of the United States authorizing Congress to prohibit the physical

desecration of the flag  of the United States,  10 a.m., SD -106. 
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Committee on the Judiciary: March 1 0, to hold hearing s to examin e pending jud icial nomina tions,

2:30 p.m ., SD-22 6. 
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HOUSE

Measures Introduced:

H.R. 3893. A bill to limit the jurisdiction of the Federal courts, and for other purposes; to the Committee

on the Jud iciary. 

Paul Page H 871

H.R. 3899. A bill to require agencies to submit to Congress any contracts in amounts greater than

$1,000,00 0 that are propo sed to be awa rded using no ncomp etitive procedures;  to the Committee on

Government Reform, and in addition to the Committees on Armed Services, and Rules, for a period to be

subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the

jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

Boswe ll Page H 871
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Remarks:

D.C. Circuit Court R uling Concerning T elecommunications R egulations.

Nunes Pages E 308-9

We th e Peop le Act. 

“...The We the People Act forbids federal courts, including the Supreme Court, from adjudicating cases

concerning state laws and policies relating to religious liberties or ‘privacy,’ including cases involving

sexual practices, sexual orientation or reproduction. The We the People Act also protects the traditional

definition of marriage from judicial activism by ensuring the Supreme Court cannot abuse the equal

protection  clause to re define m arriage. In  order to h old federa l judges ac counta ble for abu sing their

powers, the act also provides that a judge who violates the act's limitations on judicial power shall either

be impe ached  by Con gress or rem oved by  the preside nt, accord ing to rules e stablished  by the Co ngress...”

Paul Page E 309

Judicial Activism, A Grave and Growing Problem.

Lewis Pages H 845-46

Vice President Cheney’s Abuses of Power.

“...I come to the floor this afternoon to urge Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia to recuse himself from a

case that th e Supre me Co urt will hear  this year reg arding V ice Preside nt Chen ey.  I am a lso here this

evening to voice my concern over another example of Vice President Cheney abusing his power as Vice

President to continue to keep secret documents that would significantly impact our Nation's future energy

policy.   Mada m Speak er, for 3 years now th e Vice President h as done every thing he can to  keep the record

of his energ y task force se cret...”

Pallone Page H 859-64

Congressional Program Ahead - Week of March 8 through March 13, 2004:

Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Commerce, State, Justice, Judiciary and Related

Agencies: Marc h 10, on  the Attorne y Gene ral. H-30 9 Capito l. 

Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Commerce, State, Justice, Judiciary and Related

Agencies: Marc h 11, on  Federa l Judiciary , 10 a.m ., H-309  Capitol. 
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Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on Commercial  and Administrative Law: March 9,

oversigh t hearing  on the D epartm ent of Justice : Execu tive Office for U nited State s Attorney s, Civil

Division, Environment and Natural Resources Division, Executive Office for United States Trustees, and

Office of the  Solicitor G eneral, 3 p .m., 214 1 Rayb urn. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE:  12:00 p.m., Monday, March 8, 2004.

Next Meeting of the HOUSE:    12:00 p.m., Monday, March 8, 2004.

AOUSC OL A: Amy Getter-Santos


